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counted the syllables. As the poet consulted on such
questions only the soul of rhythm within him, so were all
mysteries of purity made clear to Christ by the Spirit
of purity which he had received from above. It was not,
indeed, iu his nature to despise anything which might be
useful to the ignorant and the weak, however unnecessary
for himself. As he stooped to receive baptism from John,
so he would, no doubt, have sanctioned these usages by his
own observance if he had seen any good in them at all.
But he seems to have considered that the time for these
methods was gone by ; and as all such contrivances begin
to be mischievous the moment they cease to be beneficial,
he condemned them as fettering the freedom of that in-
spiration which was for the future to take the place of law.
Of the Scriptures of the Old Testament he always spoke
with the utmost reverence, and he seems never to have
called in question the Jewish view of them as infallible
oracles of God. Some parts of them, particularly the book
of Deuteronomy, seem to have been often present to his
thoughts. Yet even the Old Testament he regarded in a
sense critically, and he introduced canons of interpretation
which must have astonished by their boldness the religious
men of the day. For he regarded the laws of Moses,
though divine, as capable of becoming obsolete and also
as incomplete. On the question of divorce he declared
the Mosaic arrangement to have been well suited for the
4 hard-heartedness' of a semi-barbarous age, but to be no
longer justifiable in the advanced condition of morals.
So too in the matter of oaths, the permission of private
revenge, and other points in which the Mosaic legislation
had necessarily something of a barbaric character, he un-